pointing out that you like to get home before midnight every
oow and again."
The pub was full of uniforms, as usual In fact except for
an old Frenchman who looked like Zola, and was always tiiere*
I seemed to be almost the only male civilian in the room.
What with Americans and Poles and Free French and this and
that I was near being the only Englishman too. There was
one very big handsome Free French officer who came in
wearing one of those dramatic cloaks. He had a whole chestftil
of medals. He was with an R.A.F. pilot who was rather like a
smaller edition of Dick. The whole party made me feel rather
shabby and shrivelled in a queer way. Especially after what
had just happened.
I said, " The foreign invasion is spreading West. Up to a
little while ago you hardly saw any of this lot out here. They
just milled round within a hundred yards of Piccadilly Circus.
I suppose they're beginning to learn that a threepenny bus ride
takes fifty per cent off the price of the drinks."
" "I wished as usual that Susan hadn't been quite so obviously
a pip. The uniforms always looked at her a lot, and then went
on and looked at me and pretty obviously wondered why she
was out with me.
1 said, "Have you noticed Beau Geste?"
Susan said, " In the cloak? No. I've been busy not noticing
him ever since he came in."
" Well, what you can feel on die back of your neck is Mai
gazing at you with fiery admiration."
Susan said, " There's no doubt that having the French and
the Poles round has brightened life. Englishmen never stare
at you unless you're their type and they're trying to pick you
up. The French and the Poles just look round them passion-
ately anyhow, and if you happen to be the nearest thing la a
skirt you get it all. It raises a girl's morale. Like being
pinched by Italians."
"Do Italians pinch?"
"Oh Lord, yes. They pinch your bottom. It's a compli-
ment."
I said, "Seriously, have you ever been pinched by an
Italian?"
"Yes. Once. In Home."
"What did you do?"
" I said * Ouch!' or words to that effect. It made me Jump."
"What did he say?"